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By Carolyn Walkup

Eight months into the COVID-19 pandemic, 
bars and restaurants in the neighborhoods 
served by the Villager are struggling mightily. 

Though Minnesota Governor Tim Walz has allowed 
restaurants to operate at up to 50 percent capacity 
since June, patrons are proving to be reluctant to 
come inside for fear of infection. Establishments 
with large patios or sidewalk cafes have made 
do, but the days of outdoor dining may be over.  

Nevertheless, at least a half dozen new restaurants 
have opened locally over the past few months. They 
all share the same business strategy—a primary fo-
cus on takeout.

“Consumer habits are changing,” noted Bret 
Thorn, senior editor for Restaurant Hospitality 
magazine. “They’re ordering takeout more often, 
so many fast-food and fast-casual restaurants are 
thriving.”

Upwards of 100,000 restaurants have closed 
nationally since March, leading to the loss of 2.3 
million jobs, according to Vanessa Sink of the Na-
tional Restaurant Association. The closings include 
at least nine restaurants in the Villager area: Bar 
Brigade, Cleveland Wok, Rah’Mn, In Bloom, Paz-
zaluna, M Street Cafe, Octo Fishbar, Salty Tart, and 
Birch’s Lowertown Tap Room and Barrel House.

A recent study by Hospitality Minnesota and the 
Federal Reserve Board of Minneapolis found that 52 
percent of the restaurant operators in Minnesota 
expect to be insolvent within six months if the pan-
demic continues. Restaurateurs able to adapt their 
businesses to takeout are seeing some success, ac-
cording to Ben Wogsland, director of government 
relations for Hospitality Minnesota. “This industry 
is very challenging,” he said, “but it always has been 
an adaptable industry.”

New restaurants in neighborhoods served by 
the Villager include Coconut Thai, 720 Grand Ave.; 
Hamburguesas El Gordo, 161 N. Victoria St.; Nash-
ville Coop, 300 S. Snelling Ave.; and Woodfired Can-
tina, 928 W. Seventh St. Handsome Hog moved 

More restaurants rely on takeout as their last best chance

By anne Murphy

Seeking refuge from the stress and isola-
tion of COVID-19, Macalester-Groveland 
poet Margaret Hasse and artist Sharon 

DeMark set to work last April on Shelter, a 
newly published collection of 30 poems and 
watercolor paintings. In Hasse’s verse and 
DeMark’s watercolors, readers too may find 
a haven in the collaborators’ depictions of the 
hug of a loved one, the care of a doctor and the 
friendly confines of a front porch.

“Our book began out of anxiety,” Hasse 
said. “That was its origin: feeling the distance 

of COVID, feeling isolated as if the community 
of people who helped further my work wasn’t 
going to be there for me. 

“So I contacted Sharon. We had an idea that 
at some point we’d create a broadside with a 
poem of mine on one side and the artwork of 
hers on the other.”

“We’d talked about trading our art and 
poetry back and forth,” DeMark said. “First 
we did just a few poems and paintings. And 
then we did a few more. We got about seven 
or eight. And then Margaret said, ‘I think this 
could become a book.’”

Macalester-Groveland artists, poet Margaret Hasse (left) and painter Sharon DeMark, have collaborated 
on a new book of broadsides entitled Shelter.  PHoto by braD Stauffer

Poet and painter find ‘Shelter’ 
from COVID in collaboration

By Casey ek

The Saint Paul Public Schools welcomed roughly 500 
special education and special sites students back to 
their classrooms on the week of October 19. The open-

ing heralded the first stage of the proposed four-stage imple-
mentation of hybrid learning for all district students. 

Four days later, district administrators decided to postpone 
Stage 2, which would have welcomed all students in grades 
PreK-2 to a hybrid of in-person and distance learning begin-
ning November 16. District officials are now looking at Novem-
ber 30 as a possible start date for hybrid learning in the pri-
mary grades. That decision will be announced on October 30. 

What is preventing the implementation of hybrid learning 
for the roughly 9,800 primary students is the lack of enough 
air filters with MERV 11 ratings. Air filters with MERV 11 ratings 
can catch 10 times the amount of coronavirus particles circu-
lating in the air. All district buildings currently in operation 
have adequate supplies of MERV 11 filters, but due to a nation-
al back order, the filters needed to safely open the additional 
PreK-2 buildings have not been delivered. 

The school district is making progress in ensuring the safety 
of staff and students who return to in-person learning. How-
ever, teachers continue to have concerns. 

St. Paul schools 
postpone shift to 
hybrid learning
Back order of upgraded air 
filters prevents schools from 
reopening PreK-2 classrooms
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The collaborators communicated mostly 
via Zoom, phone and email as Governor Tim 
Walz’s shelter-in-place directive changed 
the way people lived, worked and looked at 
the world. When they began the project, “we 
were looking at shelter by way of definitions,  
Hasse said. “We needed comfort. We needed 
co iness. ut we also needed to find some-
thing that made us feel safe and protected, 
that made us feel still alive to the world.  

“For me, the shelter of the creation of the 
work was important,  DeMark said. When  
paint, ’m very present-tense, very in the mo-
ment, and that’s what saved me during the 
first few months when there was so much un-
known and a lot of anxiety about not know-
ing. Am  going to get sick  s someone  know 
going to get sick  Should  go to the store to-
day or not  When ’m at my desk with my 
paints, ’m not thinking of any of that. ’m ust 
painting.

While they were at work on the book, “it 
was summer and it was pandemic time and 
 was working full time,  DeMark said. At 

the end of the day, ’d go for a walk, and ’d be 
highly attuned to the kinds of shelters there 
are in the world. So  took a ton of photos.

When  had a topic, one that  had thought 
up or an idea from Sharon,  tried to think 
about it many times during the day,  asse 
said. ’d have the images come up as  was 
going to sleep or  would dream about them. 
’m in a household with my husband, which 

is grand, and with a puppy, which is grand, 
and then to have Sharon’s artwork arrive that 
was just so surprising and interesting was so 
marvelous.  

asse and DeMark each provided the in-
spiration for half of the 30 entries in the book. 

he poem or painting that came first is on the 
left-hand page and the poem or watercolor 
it inspired is on the right-hand page. “That 
made it fun,  asse said. f  had had to come 
up with 30 shelters, it wouldn’t have been 
nearly as lively.  

Hasse recalled a typical exchange between 
the collaborators. Sharon would be out walk-
ing and send me a photo,  she said. At one 
point, Sharon was out walking near idden 

alls by the edge of the Mississippi River and 
came across this tiny structure in the woods. 
She eventually sent me this tiny painting.

That A-frame home, complete with minia-
ture portico, inspired asse’s poem, Mouse 

ouse.  DeMark was similarly inspired by the 
wintry setting for asse’s poem, ent.  

“Our minds turned to the fact that we’re 
privileged in how we’re sheltered,  asse re-
called. “(The girl in the poem) has this little 
tent, whereas we have houses. Three times in 
the book, people who are much more vulner-
able than we are turn up. There’s a man who 
is living out of his car and a young girl in the 
sanctuary of a church that’s providing shelter 
to her and her refugee family.

n other broadsides, asse and DeMark 
alternately describe and illustrate the refuge 
that can be found under an umbrella, in a tur-
tle’s shell and from the well-worn pages of a 
book you loved as a child. Their hope is that 
their Shelter will serve as a source of comfort 
and joy for others during the pandemic and 
for years to come.

Shelter (Nodin Press, 74 pp., $19.95) is avail-
able at independent bookstores, from the dis-
tributor tasca ooks, and from Ama on.

TENT
t was difficult to see her, the thin girl in a parka

protecting her cardboard sign from snow akes
drifting up like insects in the wind
as you drove home from Target in a car humming
with heat and music.

Her refuge, a riffraff of fabric and plastic sheets,
draped over a broken shopping cart like a tent for ghosts.
Her back was up against the wall, the cart, the cold,
the dark and those of us who passed by
without noticing.

 Margaret asse

1! ‘shelter’


